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New Cricket Season starting in April 
The new cricket season is due to start with our first fixture on 
24th April when we host our friends from Ryde CC. We are 
waiting for confirmation of the league fixtures from the 
Hampshire League, which is due to start on 8th May.  
Unfortunately the present covid 19 restrictions mean that we 
are unable to travel in a minibus to the mainland. We are now 
waiting for guidance from the HCL concerning this, as it also 
affects Ventnor, Ryde and Ryde Cavaliers Cricket Clubs. There 
will be a full programme of league cricket for our two Saturday 
teams, whatever is eventually decided. The government 
roadmap out of the restrictions mean that we will not be able to 
use the pavilion and the changing rooms until late June. Social 
distancing must be maintained until then. Despite this gloom 
we can look forward to normal cricket for the majority of the 
season as long as there is no 3rd wave of covid 19 infection.  

The printing of the fixture booklets will be delayed but Jim 
Thorn will get them printed as soon as the fixtures have been 
confirmed. 
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Trees 

The conifer trees and the 
diseased ash trees adjacent to 
the scoreboard end of the 
pavilion have been removed. 
Replacement trees will be 
planted, in accordance with 
the IW Council Tree 
Preservation Order. The 
council have also removed 
some of the ash trees lining 
the public path behind the 
pavilion.  

AGM 

Our AGM was cancelled in 
February and the earliest date 
we can have one will be after 
May 17th. The government 
roadmap out of coronavirus 
states that we can have a 
socially distanced outdoor 
gathering of 30 people after 
this date. Notice will be given 
when a new date has been set. 

Treasurer 

We are delighted to report that 
Graham Robinson has agreed 
to take on the role of treasurer 
from Bob Crawley. Graham 
moved to the IOW 3 years 
ago , moving from Leigh on 
Sea in Essex where he worked 
as an accountant. We hope 
that he enjoys a long 
association with the club. 
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Refurbishment News 

It has been a hard slog, but the refurbishment programme for 
this year is almost finished.  

•The new large storage shed now has a roof and a door! The 
work on the shed started in September but it proved to be a 
difficult build and work was suspended during the winter 
months. 

•The water supply to the square has been connected to the 
new water main so there will be plenty of water available to 
keep the square watered when the weather is dry. 

•The new umpires changing room is now finished, complete 
with a new shower and washbasin. It will be known as the Ken 
Ward umpires room as it has been funded by a generous 
donation from Di Ward to honour Kens long  association with 
the club. 

•The ladies cloakroom will be finished by the end of the week, 
when the new vinyl floor will be fitted.  

•The main pavilion has been completely renovated and 
redecorated. The floor is having a new stain and varnish 
applied next week. The club photographs and honours boards 
are yet to be hung on the wall. New tables and chairs will arrive 
the first week in April. 

The club owes a massive thanks to all the people who have 
contributed to the refurbishment: the team has been led by 
Brian Porter, without whom the project would never have 
started and Andy Trotter, Micky Parker, Harry Moore, Sean 
Phillips, Gerald and Sylvia Seekings, Tim Barker, Nathan Moore, 
Ben White, Mike Jones, John Coleman and Berry Electrical 
have all been involved in the project.  

We now have one of the best cricket facilities at local club level, 
and I hope that all of our club members will enjoy coming to 
Westhill to play and watch cricket.  

STOP PRESS: the old roller is almost ready for retirement so a 
new Poweroll Excel has been ordered, arriving early June. The 
old roller was built in 1965 and has had a busy life. It is our 
intention to keep it as it has been part of the club for so long.
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Ground Preparation 

Andy Butler has agreed to take 
on the role of managing the 
square and the outfield. He will 
advise us on what work needs to 
be done to get the pitches ready 
for each match and then it is up 
to us to provide the manpower 
to do the mowing, rolling and 
marking of the pitches. We hope 
that most players will contribute 
some of their time to do this - the 
more volunteers we have, the 
less that each person will have to 
do. Our aim is to have a superb 
playing surface to complement 
the pavilion and the grounds. 

The dry weather has allowed our 
pre season preparation to be 
started earlier than usual. Andy 
Butler completed a crucial 
maintenance programme of the 
square (scarifying,  tining, over-
seeding, and spring fertiliser) in 
the first week in March. 

The outfield has been cut and 
rolled and Andy Butler will be 
returning to treat the outfield to 
control the proliferation of weeds  
and moss, and encourage new 
grass growth. The outfield at the 
Westhill Rd end was in a poor 
condition last season and we 
hope that the work will allow a 
full recovery for this season. 

Well done to Matt Lambourne 
and Andy Trotter for spending so 
many hours on the roller. Dave 
Attrill has been magnificent in 
removing the bamboo and 
trimming the trees on the 
boundaries. 
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